
Subsidized Employment for Low Income Californians  
Fact Sheet 

 
The California Department of Social Services (CDSS) has been aggressive in efforts to bring Temporary 
Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) Emergency Contingency Funds (ECF) into California. A segment of the 
funding is made available to provide subsidized employment opportunities to qualified low-income Californians 
to help combat high unemployment.  California expects to draw down as much as $200 million for subsidized 
employment assistance. 

Current Situation 

 At this time, approximately 50 counties are offering, or will be offering, subsidized employment 
programs with TANF ECF funding. It is anticipated that tens of thousands of individuals will be able to 
take advantage of these employment opportunities. 

 The federal government reimburses 80 percent of county expenditures for subsidized employment.   

 Counties have been working with other county departments, the United Way, Chambers of Commerce, 
and others to market the program and expand subsidized employment opportunities for CalWORKs 
and other low-income families. Employees are placed within these organizations or in participating 
businesses and agencies to attain work experience. 

Who is Eligible for Subsidized Employment? 

In addition to welfare to work program (CalWORKs) families, certain families who are not receiving CalWORKs 
may also qualify. To qualify, a family must have an annual income of less than 200 percent of the federal 
poverty level which translates into less than $44,100 a year for a family of 4. In addition, families must meet 
certain criteria: 

1. A family with a minor child  
2. A non-custodial parent not residing with the minor child  
3. A woman in her third trimester of pregnancy 
4. A family in which a minor child has been temporarily absent (removed from the home due to abuse or 

neglect for less than 12 months) and parent(s) is participating in family reunification services. 
 
Examples of County Programs 

As of January, subsidized employment programs have resulted in more than 11,000 jobs. California has 
worked closely with counties to disburse funds so they can craft a program to meet their needs. For example:  

 Los Angeles County has placed 4,100 people in subsidized employment and plans to reach 10,000 
individuals in slots by May 2010. 

 San Francisco County has 1,512 individuals participating in the program and has increased its 
placement goal to 2,000. 

 Stanislaus County anticipates placing 640 welfare-to-work participants in subsidized employment 
through September 2010.  

  



CDSS Contact Information 

For more information, please contact Kären Dickerson at (916) 657-2128 or Kären.Dickerson@dss.ca.gov.   

County Contact Information 

Alameda – Sam Tuttelman, (510) 267-9438, stuttelman@acgov.org.  
Butte – Rick Hutler, (530) 879-3446, rhutler@buttecounty.net. 
Calaveras - Adele Baroni, (209) 754-6610, abaroni@co.calaveras.ca.us.  
Colusa - Kay Sharpe, (530) 458-0283, ksharpe@colusadhhs.org.  
Contra Costa - Gerald (Gerry) Dunbar, (925) 313-1640, gdunbar@ehsd.cccounty.us.  
El Dorado - Debbie Stack, (530) 642-7325, debbie.stack@edcgov.us.  
Fresno - Roselinda Torres, 559-456-6792, rptorres@co.fresno.ca.us.  
Glenn - David Allee, (530) 934-1532, dallee@hra.co.glenn.ca.us.  
Humboldt - Trevis Green, (707) 441-5421, tgreen@co.humboldt.ca.us. 
Imperial - Carla E. Moore, (760) 353-5900, carlamoore@imperialcounty.net.  
Kern - Pam Holiwell, (661) 631-6136, Holiwep@co.kern.ca.us. 
Lake - Janice Hubbell, (707) 995-4243, jhubbell@dss.co.lake.ca.us. 
Lassen - Melody Brawley, (530) 251-8336, mbrawley@co.lassen.ca.us.  
Los Angeles - Luther Evans, (562) 908-8404, lutherevans@dpss.lacounty.gov.  
Madera - Cindy Chandler, (559) 662-8361, cindy.chandler@co.madera.ca.us.  
Marin - Mary Donovan, (415) 473-3315, mdonovan@co.marin.ca.us. 
Mariposa -  Debbie Smith, (209) 966-3609, dsmith@mariposacounty.org.  
Mendocino - Judy Morgan, (707) 467-5502, morganj@co.mendocino.ca.  
Merced - Nicole Pollack, (209) 385-3000 x5600, npollack@hsa.co.merced.ca.us.  
Modoc - Diane Fogle, (530) 233-6429, dianefogle@co.modoc.ca.us.  
Monterey - Barbara Verba, (831) 796-1520, verbab@co.monterey.ca.us.  
Napa - Cynthia Singh, (707) 259-8794, cynthia.singh@countyofnapa.org.  
Nevada - Cynthia Bryan, (530) 265-7101, cynthia.bryan@co.nevada.ca.us.  
Orange - Michael Zimmerman, (714) 245-6201, Michael.Zimmerman@ssa.ocgov.com.  
Placer - Marcy Schmidt, (530) 889-4061, mschmidt@placer.ca.gov.  
Riverside - Susan Loew, (951) 358-3000, sloew@riversidedpss.org.  
Sacramento - Lucinda Serynek, (916) 875-3736, SerynekLu@saccounty.net.  
San Benito - Pat Estrada, 831-636-4180 x37, patestrada@sanbenitohhsa.org.  
San Bernardino - Michael De La Rosa, (909) 252-4858, mdelarosa@hss.sbcounty.gov.  
San Diego - Elizabeth Locan, (619) 685-2501, elizabeth.locano@sdcounty.ca.gov.  
San Francisco - Sarah Crow, (415) 557-5379, Sarah.Crow@sfgov.org. 
San Joaquin – Brian Taing, (209) 468-9400, btaing@sjgov.org. 
San Luis Obispo – Casandra Blangsted, (805) 903-1443, cblangsted@co.slo.us. 
San Mateo – Kenneth Kong, (650) 802-6544, kkong@smchsa.org. 
Santa Barbara – Maria Gardner, (805) 346-8289, M.Gardner@SBCSocialServ.org. 
Santa Clara – Denise Boland, (408) 491-6605, denise.boland@ssa.sccgov.org. 
Santa Cruz – Emily Balli, (831) 454-8777, Emily.Balli@hsd.co.sant-cruz.ca.us. 
Shasta – Karen Roach, (530) 225-5225, Roach.karen@co.shasta.ca.us. 
Sierra – Mary Thompson, (530) 993-6743, mthompson@sierracounty.ws. 
Solano – Christiana Smith, (707) 553-5173, cjsmith@solanocounty.com. 
Sonoma – Karen Fies, (707) 565-8501, kfies@schsd.org. 
Stanislaus – Sandra Williams, (209) 558-2519, williams@stancounty.com. 
Tehama – Tara Loucks, (530) 528-4158, tloucks@tcdss.org. 
Trinity – Maryanne Page, (530) 623-1265, mpage@trinitycounty.org. 
Tulare – Tessa Houston, (559) 737-4660 x2120, thouston@tularehhsa.org. 
Tuolumne – Lynn Nolte, (209) 533-5790, lnolte@co.tuolumne.ca.us. 
Ventura – Miguel Orozco, (805) 477-5348, miguel.orozco@ventura.org. 
Yolo – Tanya Proyencher, (530) 661-2702, tanya.provencher@yolocounty.org. 
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